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M HISTORICAL REVIEV 



MEMORANDUM FCRt Mr. Krank H. Qrm 

Deputy Assistant Director £ oar American Republics, USIA 


SUBJECT t Activities of the Social Research Group in Guatemala 

k - 9 August 


1« The Chairman of the Group arrived in Guatemala on 1; August, and 
went insiiediately to the United States Ambassador to explain the purpose 
and plans of the Social Research Group, fie mas veil received and the 
Ambassador was sympathetic with the plans of the Group. On 6 August the 
Chairman contacted Guatemalan leaders of the Com! to * Kaclonal d© pafensa 
Contra, el CoreuTrismo . The latter named 2$ Graaieoaaians to aid in tHe 
research effort of" the Group end facilitated access to documents collected 
from the various Communist organisations which had existed in Guatemala, 
before the coup, from the personal effects of ex-President Arbens and 
other officials of the Athens regime, and from government files. In 
addition, the Coadte* aided in the acquisition of working accommodations 
for the Social Research Group. 

2. On August ? Juan Kiron, Chief of the Cosite*, and the Chairman 
of the Group discussed plans in detail. It was decided that. In addition 
to the study of the Communist documents, a close relationship should be 
established with the Propaganda Ministry so that the Caaite* could release 
publicity' concerning any of the Group's findings which are deemed valuable 
in the fight against Ccmssuniaca. It was emphasised that the Group’s 
purpose was only to assist the Comite* in exploiting the documents. 

3. On the afternoon of 8 August the second phase of th-s document 
exploitation plan went into affect, with the Q.S. and Goateaalsn forces 
both commencing full scale sorting of valsahln and worthless materials. 

Ho content selection was attempted and considerable elimina tion of 
worthless material was accampliBhed. In this pre l i minar y sorting, there 
was only a wm*n effort to eliminate duplication of documents, and a 
liberal interpretation was given to the possible value of documents. 
Nevertheless, within a short time large piles of worthless paper were on 
the way to the incinerator, and huge heaps of papers of possible value 
were being placed in boxes to await a second and more selective sorting. 

It. On 9 August the secondary selection work began on the materials 
already passed through the preliminary sorting routine, and the latter 
activity continued. The jaore experienced sorters and analysts were 
aa signed to the secondary sorting. 

5. At a meeting of the Chairman of the Social Research Group, 
Guatemalan leaders of the Coalte* Sacional de Defense Contra el Comunimao, 


and the C-nateioalan 
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and the Guatemalan Minister of Propaganda, the following propaganda 
plan was decided, upon for exploitation of materials developed by the 
Social Research Group* 

a. Local 

1. Publications of photographs taken by the Group within the 

country of the awaseive statics of document®, some with corner 
insets of works, in Spanish, with Moscow postmarks on 

rackaging. and others with huge photographs, paintings and 
postersof Stalin, Mao, Lenin, Malenkov and Arbera among the 
confusion of documents. 

2. As iB^ortaaat documents cose to 15#it, revealing Communist 
activities in Guatemala which can be exploited for propaganda 
nurooses, summaries of the® will be delivered to the Minister 
of propaganda. fils t^portodsl staff wil l writs Artis lee, 
slanted far certain newspapers end sections, froa these 
sumsriea. Photographs of documents responsible far the 
arrest of Consauaisfcs will be printed with the articles 
describing their apprehension, etc. 

3. Preparation of a ebort newsreel sequence of the documents 
to be placed in all Guntcmalan theaters. 

li. Preparation of radio material. A seeking has been held 
with the i&rector of TtH who has praised full cooperation. 

b. International 

1. Relea se of important photographs direct fre® the Ministry 
of propa ganda, to international photo snd news agencies, wss* 
papers and diplomatic aissians. This will be aided by 
Arr angemen t is being made through USIA, for instance, f«r the 
fabrication of plastic eats in Mexico, to be released from 
Guatemala. 

2* Articles slanted for specific newspapers will be released 
by the Minister of Propaganda, and alternatively by V&Ik 
and/or Embassy channels. For example, if the Group uncovers 
a document licking the Communist Parties of Guatemala and Chile, 
appropriate newspaper releases will be sent by the Guatemalan 
Minister of propaganda to a Chilean newspaper. The United 
States Embassy will be Informed, and USIA will be infonaed fear 
their possible use or transmittal to countries outside of 
Guatemala. 

3. Insertion of 
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3. Inptoefcion of newsreel eoqpaenee in sow international 
service will be attested. 

U* Badio sstsxlsls developed fro® docussesvts uncovered by tte 
Group be is*«l on TCM abort wave, reac hing SsjeLco and 
neighboring Central AaericaxL fiepublics. 

5« A teas, ftowri fil in g of a sdJLitsry officer and a ci vilian, 
be appointed by the Guatemalan Government to sake a 
rapid tour of all Latin Aaaericaa capitals. In each Latin 
capital they wil l bold an intimate cocktail party fer the 
military corps and attaches, giving away kits of the atrocity 
pictures that are too rough for normal publication, photostatic 
documents, etc* They will explain to "brother officers" the 
danger, for the®, of infiltrating Oosiaunisa. 

6. Eventual publication of a booklet with photographs and 
de tailed t ranslations of the documents uncovered will be 
undertaken. A note in the book will say that the, documents 
aim on disp la y lnrauch and such a place, and that all 
diplomat ic representatives are invited to Inspect them at 
any tias. 


